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Key principles 

 

At Maiden Erlegh School in Reading we aim to deliver a high quality curriculum with a range 

of pathways that provide a stimulating and demanding education for students of all abilities.  

Key Principles  

 Rigour, high standards, coherence  

 A core of essential knowledge in the key subject disciplines  

 Freedom for teachers to use professionalism and expertise  

 Memorable experiences which put learning in a wider context  

 A wide range of opportunities for personalised stretch, challenge and 

support  

 A range of rigorous assessment opportunities which support high 

quality of information advice and guidance for students and parents  

 Varied option choices for all groups of students including the most able 

and SEND  

 Varied progression routes for all students: post 16 and post 18  

  

Curriculum programme   

 

Foundation Stage (Years 7 and 8)  

All students follow a common curriculum. Core subjects, (English Mathematics and Science), 

have either two or three double periods a week (depending on the year group) and foundation 

subjects, (PE, History, Geography, a language, Technology, Music, Art, ICT, Drama, RS), 

have between one and two double periods a week.  

Purple Pathway: for students entering Y7 with a low scaled scores.  Students use humanities, 

science and MFL lessons, with English and mathematics lessons, to create blocks of time in 

order to follow a bespoke curriculum focusing on literacy and numeracy). The aim of the 

purple pathway is to: 

(a) ensure students make at least expected progress (wherever possible)  

(b) to cover a basic humanities awareness programme through topic based work. This course 

will run in Year 7 and Year 8. 

Key Stage Four (Years 9, 10 and 11)  

The curriculum after Year 8 is designed to provide continuity, balance and breadth, but at the 

same time enable students to specialise in courses which meet their needs, aptitudes and 

career intentions. In Year 9 students will develop the necessary skills and techniques required 

for success in the examination courses, as well as pursuing studies in depth. It is the policy 

of the school to prepare and enter all students for a full range of examinations.  
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We anticipate all students from Year 9 take a core of compulsory examination subjects: 

English Language and Literature, Mathematics, Biology, Physics and Chemistry. Some 

students will take examinations in Science and Applied Science rather than the three separate 

sciences.  

Other compulsory subjects are Physical Education and Personal, Social & Health Education 

which is incorporated into the tutor programme and core RE.  

In addition students will take up to 4 option subjects. Examples of current options are: 

GCSE Combined Science 

GCSE Biology  

GCSE Physics  

GCSE Chemistry  

GCSE French 

GCSE Spanish 

GCSE History  

GCSE Geography  

GCSE Music  

GCSE Drama  

GCSE Design Technology 

GCSE Food, Preparation and 

Nutrition 

GCSE Computer Science  

GCSE Business Studies  

GCSE Economics  

GCSE Physical Education  

GCSE Art, Craft and Design  

GCSE Photography 

BTEC Level 2 Health and Social Care  

Cambridge National Creative iMedia 

AQA Visual Communication Technical 

Award 

 

We envisage around 70-75% of students will make option choices that enable them to 

matriculate for EBACC.  

Our curriculum is organic: it will be reviewed annually to respond to the needs of different 

cohorts. In this way we can offer a stimulating range of options for all abilities and interests. 

Withdrawal from RE 

Parents have the right to choose whether or not to withdraw their child from RE without 

influence from the school, although a school should ensure parents or carers are informed of 

this right and are aware of the educational objectives and content of the RE syllabus. In this 

way, parents can make an informed decision. Where parents have requested that their child 

is withdrawn, their right must be respected, and where RE is integrated in the curriculum, the 

school will need to discuss the arrangements with the parents or carers to explore how the 

child’s withdrawal can be best accommodated. If students are withdrawn from RE, schools 

have a duty to supervise them, though not to provide additional teaching or to incur extra 

cost. Students will usually remain on the school premises. 
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Student organisation/settings/groupings  

 
Curriculum plan for Years 7 and 8:  24 hours teaching per week 
 

Subject Hours per week  
(1 lesson=1 hour) 

English 4 

Maths 4 

Science 3 

PE 2 

Religious Studies 1 

Language 2 

Geography 1.5 

History 1.5 

Technology 1 

Music 1 

Drama 1 

Art 1 

Computing 1 

Purple Pathway  (see below for detail) 5 

 
Curriculum Plan for Years 9-11- 24 hours teaching per week 
 

Subject Hours per 
week 
Year 9 

Hours 
per week 
Year 10 

Hours 
per week 
Year 11 

Comments 

English 4 4 4  

Maths 3 4 4  

Science 4 5 5  

Core PE 2 1 2  

Core Humanities 3 1 0  

Options ( 4 ) 8 8 8  

Additional  lessons 

for Single Science 

or additional 

English or maths 

 1 1 Higher ability will do Single 

Science and others will 

have English or Maths 

intervention 

 

Supporting literacy and numeracy 

 

Supporting the development of literacy and numeracy is the responsibility of every teacher 

and opportunities to support students will be taken throughout the curriculum. 

For those students who have weak literacy and/or numeracy we will provide our Purple 

pathway in Y7 and Y8 to support students who do not achieve the national average by the 

end of KS2.  This would provide more English and maths by taking students out of formal 
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humanities and MFL at the start of their KS3.  They would continue with some humanities as 

part of a project-based learning approach to reinforcing literacy and numeracy.  Teachers and 

speciality HLTAs have experience of working with lower ability students, understand how to 

use phonics and are supported by specialist resources.  

For these students, the aim is to ensure the majority should make more progress with literacy 

and at least expected progress in the core subjects. 

Other strategies for literacy recovery are: 

 Peer tuition (using students from Maiden Erlegh in the first instance) 

 On-line courses 

 Small group work (usually with specialist HLTAs) 

 Literacy/Numeracy breakfasts which also involve parents. 

 Parents information (face-to-face meetings and written information) so they 

can understand how they can support their child. 

For those who arrive with low-average KS2 scores, they will be monitored in class through 

normal tracking and interventions provided if they are unable to keep up.  

As they move into KS4, there is support in the form of small group work and individual support 

in terms of preparing for examinations. 

Throughout both key stages we will use data to diagnose precisely what students need to 

work on to improve (and also boost their confidence).  Interventions are usually short term 

and highly focused.  Some students only need one or two periods of interventions.  A minority 

will need more and we would look at the most appropriate curriculum for them. 

For more and exceptionally able students, we would stretch students by giving them access 

to other examinations e.g.: GCSE Further Maths or Statistics but also look to stimulate interest 

in post 16 study through extracurricular visits and participating in events like Maths Challenge, 

Young Magistrates’ Court etc. 

 

Personal, Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural education (PSMSC) 

 

Running through all of our curriculum, including the pastoral curriculum, are strands of 

Personal, Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural education (PSMSC) which cover themes such 

as:  

 Making and maintaining positive relationships  

 Staying safe and healthy (including Sex and Relationships Education 

and e-safety)  

 Respect of self and others  

 Equality and inclusion – especially tolerance, respect and 

understanding of people from protected groups, including those with 

different faiths and beliefs  

 British values e.g.: rights and responsibilities, democracy and the rule 

of law  
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More details about our provision for PSMSC can be found in Provision for personal social, 

moral, spiritual and cultural education.  

 

Enrichment programme  

 

Maiden Erlegh School in Reading offer a full extra curricula and educational visits programme.  

All teachers contracted to work at Maiden Erlegh School in Reading will be encouraged to 

offer one after school/extra curricula activity. Students will be consulted by school leaders and 

clubs, societies and teams will be arranged.  

Students at Maiden Erlegh School in Reading will be offered the opportunity to visit Tirabad, 

our outdoor activity centre in Wales. This is a valuable week where the students learn and 

develop social skills, team work, develop resilience and have the opportunity to try new, 

challenging activities.  

All trips/visits have clear learning aims and, generally, are linked to two or more curriculum 

areas.  This means that students “make connections” through the trip e.g.: a 

Geography/Languages trip or a Science/Art visit. 

There will be a follow-up activity for all students who take part in trips/visits. 

The majority of trips/visits will be open to all students but some will be targeted at certain 

groups (with specific criteria) e.g.: 

 Silver/Gold Programme events for the exceptionally able. 

 Career presentations and events – aimed at inspiring youngsters to consider different 

career choices. 

 Disabled sports events. 

 Subject-specific trips/events. 

 Year-group specific trips/events. 

Activity Leaders monitor participation to ensure all students and groups of students are 

participating but also that the “offer” is engaging and fit for purpose. 

 

ICT to improve learning  

 
The use of ICT is thoroughly embedded. The key principles are that: 

 All teachers have access to IT in lessons as necessary -access to devices for 

preparation, IWBs in classrooms etc. 

 All students have access to IT in lessons as necessary -curriculum areas are provided 

with trolleys of laptops or other devices which can be used by students in lessons or 

in supervised after school sessions. 

 Students understand how to use IT in their learning effectively -this will be part of ICT 

lessons but also reinforced during pastoral sessions on study skill but also in class. 

 Students will become e-confident learners as part of the entitlement curriculum.  

 Students’ safety is not compromised by their use of IT. 

 Parents will understand about how to help their child use IT efficiently and safely -we 

will give information as part of transition but also run sessions for parents at different 

points. 
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Processes and protocols will be rigorous to ensure that its network is safe, data is secure and 

IT provision is robust, using appropriate hardware and software solutions. 

All students and staff will sign Acceptable use Policies and this will form part of the Home 

School Agreement signed by parents. 

Provision for SEND  

 

The SENCO and Achievement Centre team work to support pupils with Special 
Educational Needs, and the teaching staff working with them. In-class support from 
Teaching Assistants, group and individual interventions, and a range of bespoke 
strategies, all reinforce the Quality First Teaching experiences of our SEN pupils in 
lessons. We work closely with parents, outside agencies, and the school's pastoral 
team to identify issues, and support pupils' learning needs in and out of the classroom.  
 

More and Exceptionally Able 

Principles 

 All students are entitled to an education that is both stimulating and challenging and which 
allows them to progress at a rate that is commensurate with their ability. 

 Some students will be classed as Exceptionally or More able based on their KS2 results in 
the core subjects. 

 Some students will be identified as Gifted in one or more areas of learning at some time 
during their school career. 

 Provision for Exceptionally or More Able and Gifted students is a matter of equality of 
opportunity.  

 Provision for Exceptionally or More Able and Gifted students will help to raise standards 
for all. 

 

Our policy and provision for More and Exceptionally Able students are found in MESiR Policy 

for More and Exceptionally able students. 

Classroom Provision  

 Teachers and other adults have high expectations of all students and their teaching 
emphasises the quality not quantity of learning activities. 

 The learning environment validates and celebrates the work and behaviours of more able 
and gifted students. 

 Schemes of work allow for differentiation for all abilities within a group and will clearly 
identify what is expected of able and gifted students (both in class and homework 
activities). 

 Schemes of work build on previous learning. 

 Assessment opportunities match these objectives and assessments reflect the essential 
ingredients of high ability within a curriculum area. 

 Stretch and challenge is based on developing understanding, high quality analysis and 
evaluation and the ability to apply concepts and theories.  It is never just “more of the 
same”. 

 A variety of teaching and learning styles cater for the needs of able and gifted students, 
e.g. open ended tasks, higher order thinking skills, the opportunity for speculation and 
problem solving, collaborative and independent learning. 

 Students have opportunities to take responsibility for the organisation of their work and 
show imagination in presentation. 
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 Students have opportunities to critically analyse their own work through self and peer 
evaluation and to set targets for improvement. 

 Display in a stimulating classroom environment promotes and celebrates learning 
 

Beyond the classroom 

 Opportunities for enrichment activities and master classes 

 Extra-curricular activities and residential courses 

 Internal and external competitions 

 Subject clubs 

 Responsibility for subject newsletter or magazine 

 Visiting speakers and subject workshops 

 School and Departmental rewards  

 Revision and enrichment provision for examination courses 

 School website 

 Grouping of students in and within teaching groups is designed to promote differentiated 
learning at all levels. 

 KS3 Silver and KS4 Gold Programmes for Exceptionally Able academic students. 
 

Pastoral support for able and gifted students 
Provision for Exceptionally or More Able and Gifted students will take account of possible 

particular needs of these students. Social and emotional needs are met by: 

 the security to relax, enjoy learning and display their ability 

 the opportunity to experience failure 

 support from teachers who understand their strengths and weaknesses 

 encouragement to ask searching questions and receive a considered response 

 praise and recognition for their achievements 

 the engagement of parents in meeting their particular learning needs 

 opportunities to work in a team 

 encouragement to value the contributions of others 

 encouragement  to co-operate and seek advice 

 encouragement to be confident and modest in their talents 

 monitoring and mentoring procedures  
 

Celebrating the achievements and successes of Able and Gifted Students 
The achievements and successes of our Exceptionally & More Able and Gifted students are 

appropriately celebrated: 

 in the local press 

 on the website 

 on the screens in school 

 through letters and emails to parents 

 through assemblies and the tutor programme 
 

EAL 

Many of our strategies to support basic literacy support EAL students. In addition we have 

other principles relating specifically to them: 

 We celebrate linguistic heritage and ability in all. 

 All students are placed in appropriate groups for their cognitive ability 
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 They sit next to students with a strong command of language 

 They are encouraged to use dictionaries on IT devices and/or mobile phones (as 
appropriate) to support their work 

 They are encouraged to research concepts in the target language if that helps while they 
are building up their language 

 On transition, we will provide visual timetables, key word lists etc. to help them as 
necessary. 

 We offer bespoke one –one language acquisition interventions using TEFL trained 
member of staff 

 We teach academic literacy for the most able and EAL students  

 We will work with parents to help them understand the language and culture of the 
school and signpost to English classes as appropriate. 

 


