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FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

Happy Half Term to one and all! 

The first thirty-five days of the new school 

year has certainly been one to remember, 

and I suggest, one which we should all be 

very proud about. The first major “event” 

sent to try us was the Trust wide cyber-

attack and, whilst the fall out from this 

lingers on, the immediate impact of those 

first few weeks on students, and 

particularly on our staff, was hugely 

significant. With teaching resources, and 

data bases, inaccessible for many, staff 

showed tremendous fortitude, resilience, 

and creativity to ensure that our school 

continued to deliver high quality 

educational provision for our students. In a 

strange way, this experience, helped to 

galvanise the MER community; the need to 

collaborate, share resources and solutions 

to overcome the many challenges we 

faced, was really inspiring.  

Then, just three weeks into the new term, 

the call came from Ofsted. Whilst 

we were expecting an inspection 

this academic year, the third 

week of term was a little 

unnerving, especially given our 

ongoing IT challenges, and the 

limited access to teaching and 

learning resources for staff and students. 

However, I’m delighted to say that the 

Ofsted team were very impressed with our 

school, and whilst the overall judgement 

can’t yet be published while we wait for the 

final report to arrive, we were very pleased 

with the outcome and with the very positive 

feedback our school received. In fact, the 

Inspectors were at pains to say that they 

were incredulous at the quality of 

education at MER, given the challenges 

that we were facing! They also praised our 

students and their positive attitudes to 

learning, they acknowledged the strong 

relationships between staff and students 

and the culture of high aspiration  

which permeated 

the school.  

After the “Lord 

Mayor’s Show,” it 

has been back to business as usual, with 

staff working relentlessly hard to continue to 

provide a high-quality curriculum and 

enrichment experience for our students. 

We’ve continued to strive to ensure we 

provide as many parent facing opportunities 

as possible this half term, with each Head of 

Year hosting well attended parent 

information evenings; our Open Evening at 

the end of September was a huge success 

and we had continued interest from 

prospective parents and children at our four 

open mornings this half term.  

As well as a comprehensive extracurricular 

programme including a very popular weekly 

Debating club, we also ran a Year 11 visit 

to MES for the Careers Fare, the Harry 

Potter trip to Warner Brothers Studios in 

Wembley, and hosted a Modern 

Foreign Languages Celebration 

during the Ofsted Inspection! 

One of our key priorities for this 

year is school attendance, which 

has dipped in recent years, 

since the Covid pandemic. I am 

pleased to say that the data after the 

first seven weeks of term is showing 

signs of positivity. I cannot stress 

enough the importance of children 

attending school every day. The impact 

of missing even the occasional day can 

be significant, we all want the best for 

our students and for your children, by 

making sure that they attend school 

regularly, we are supporting them to 

achieve and to succeed. Thank you for 

your continued support in encouraging 

good habits and in stressing the 

importance of getting into school  

each day.  

I wish you all a very enjoyable half term 

break. Good luck to Year 10 who will be 

revising for their Religious Studies Pre- 

Public Exam, and to Year 11 who will be 

working hard to prepare for their full suite 

of Pre- Public Exams which will start on 

Monday 30th October.  

Best wishes, Will Graham 
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CALENDAR 

23rd to  
27th October 

HALF TERM BREAK 

30th October School Photos 

3rd November 
Drama Trip to Alfred 
Sutton 

20 November 
Year 9&10 Maths 
Inspiration Trip London 

30th November 
Flu Vaccinations  
All Years 

5th December 
Year 11 Careers 

Interviews 

5th December 
Year 9 ASDAN Panto 
South Hill Park 

14th December 
Year 11 Drama Trip 
Reading Rep 

18th December 
Christmas Carol Theatre 
Trip 

19th December Christmas Concert 
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YEAR 7  POINTS 

EMILY 7T2 ...............164  

KYLE 7G2 ................157  

DAVINA 7T2 .............149  

TYLER 7T2 ...............143  

ZAZA 7G2  ...............133  

YEAR 8  

BEATRIX 8P2  ..........187  

JAPKIRAN 8T1  ........177  

JACK 8G2  ...............174  

HAMMAD 8G2  ........162  

THEO 8T2  ...............157  

YEAR 9  

AKINDU 9P1  ...........184  

HARSH 9P2  ............176  

BILAL 9T1  ...............167  

OM 9P2  ..................159  

DANIEL 9P2 1 .......... 58  

YEAR 10  POINTS 

CHARLIZE 10P2  .....197  

ANDREW 10P2  .......175  

CONNOR 10T1  .......167  

HEYVIS 10G1  .........154  

ANNALI 10P2  .........153  

YEAR 11  

MAZIA 11G2  ...........110  

AMABELLA 11G2  ...104  

HALIMA 11G2 .........100  

MOHAMMED 11G2  . 98  

AMY 11G2  .............. 96   

We like to celebrate our students for achieving the MER DREAM.   

Please see below the top students in each year group.  

As a school we have achieved an amazing  

71319 so far.......  

 

 

 

 

Next term – could year 8 be knocked off the top spot?   

Could year 11 DREAM a little bit more?  

Well done to EVERYONE who has achieved a DREAM point so far :-)  

POINTS 

Shout out to Year 11 for their amazing 

efforts with attendance to departmental 

revision groups ahead of their PPEs? 

Here's a few snaps from today's History 

session! We had about a third of the 

subject's cohort working away in study 

groups! The atmosphere in the room was 

almost as studious as a university's! 

Very impressive - and well done to History! 

Mrs Cotton 

Year 11  
Revision Groups 

Year 7 Total – 16233  Year 10 Total – 12042  

Year 8 Total – 17171  Year 11 Total – 10204  

Year 9 Total – 15591   
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Congratulations to Aleesha in 9P1 who 

won the competition to design this 

year's tutor reading bookmark. Every 

student in the school has received their 

copy of the bookmark and are using it to 

read a wide range of books, from The 

Girl of Ink and Stars, A Monster 

Calls, The Gilded Ones and The Hate 

You Give, to name a few. The wonderful 

drawing depicts some of the benefits of 

reading: that it can help you relax and 

reflect on the world around you. 

Ms Lutton 

Reading in Style! 

At the end of last year, our year 9 students 

entered the Young Writers 'Unsolved' 

creative writing competition. At the start of 

this term, we were delighted to hear that 

several of their mini sagas had been 

chosen for publication in 

the 'Unsolved' Young Writers' Anthology. 

Their stories were inspired by the crime 

and mystery genre, one of the most 

popular genres in our own school library. 

This is a remarkable achievement as their 

work will be put into print and be made 

available for the wider public to enjoy. The 

anthology will be published in November.  

Published Writers!  

Amaan S 

Mina K 

Aleesha M 

Srijit G 

Franklin Ok 

Simba C 

Daniel C-E 

Shivi D 

Tiarna E 

Abdurraafi A-R 

Harsh K 

Parth G 

Samraat G 

Quratulain S 

Ezra E 

Eleazar B 

Iman M 

Galen S 

Muskan A 

Bridget A 

Felix L 

Neo G 

Krystian K 

Samuel T  

Iqra L 

The following students' work was selected by the Young Writers' panel:  

Wonder 

In the book Wonder, August 

Pullman was born with a facial 

deformity that prevented him 

from going to a mainstream 

school - until today. It is his first day of 

middle school and he is afraid that 

everyone is going to make fun of him. 

On the third day a girl called Summer 

comes up to speak to him and they 

become friends. By the end of the year, 

August has lots of friends as he has 

convinced them that he is just like 

them. 

I think it is a good book because it 

reminds people how you should treat 

others and look beyond appearances. It 

also teaches people to be happy with 

what they have because there are other 

people who are far less fortunate. 

Review by Elena B, 7P2 

Mo Salah 

This biography tells the reader 

about Mo Salah's amazing 

journey from growing up in 

Cairo, and his starting his 

football as a child. After this 

we see his dream come true 

as he goes to many clubs. but ends up 

at Liverpool, where he has become a 

superstar of the Premier League. 

I recommend this book to people who 

like football and enjoy reading about the 

history of the game. It teaches you 

important messages such as never give 

up on your dreams and believe in 

yourself. 

Review by Tyler C, 7T2 

Reading Ambassadors’  
Recommended Reads 

In music, GCSE students have been 

preparing performances in lessons 

this week. Students are 

able to perform on a 

range of instruments, 

and performances have 

been as diverse as 

voice, piano, guitar, 

clarinet and drum kit.  

Mr Butchers 

Music 
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Year 7 

Year 8 

Year 8 have led the way with the 

DREAM points this term so far! We are 

storming ahead with over 18,000 

points, so let’s keep it up! 

Our focus of this academic 

year is all about respect. We 

have spoken about ways we 

can show respect in school, at home, 

and in the local community. Year 8 are 

currently top of the table in terms of 

respect DREAM points which is fantastic 

– a reflection of the hard work we have 

put in to start this year. 

There have been lots of things to 

celebrate so far this term, including our 

new anti-bullying ambassadors, our 

amazing helpers at the open evening, 

and many more! I look forward to the 

rest of the term where we will have new 

house leaders and school counsellors 

elected. 

Exciting times ahead, let’s keep up the 

hard work and team spirit!      

Miss Ryan 

A warm welcome from me, Mr 

Carpenter! What a fantastic start we 

have all made to Maiden Erlegh School 

in Reading. It has been a great first term 

and I am sure you are feeling like me 

that the first term has flown by. The first 

half term really has been action-packed, 

and I am looking forward to seeing the 

hard work continue into the rest of the 

year. Year 7 has settled well and worked 

hard to learn the MER way. We continue 

to show respect, determination and 

pride every single day and I have 

thoroughly enjoyed getting to know you 

all. We are becoming a well-oiled 

machine of a year group and we have 

already had dozens of students reach 

100 DREAM points, which is 

outstanding.  Fixtures are starting and I 

cannot wait to see how well Year 7 

represents our school. Lots of students 

are getting involved with extra-curricular 

clubs, if you have not done so already 

make sure that you join a club next half-

term. Well done for making a great start 

in year 7! Have a well-deserved rest and 

I will see you all after half-term!  

Mr Carpenter 

On 6th October the entire cohort walked 

down to MES where students were able 

to speak to university representatives 

and Post 16 providers about their next 

adventure. The students were buzzing 

and it was great to see their enthusiasm 

and eagerness!  

Fantastic afternoon 

and a great 

experience for them.  

Mrs Cotton 

 

I just wanted to say how proud I felt of 

our MER Year 11 students last week at 

the HE/FE fair - they engaged so well 

with HE/FE fair representatives - with 

confidence - taking every opportunity to 

ask some great questions and gather 

literature.  They did themselves and 

Maiden Erlegh School in Reading proud. 

Keep up the great work Year 11!   

Mrs Finlason - Careers Advisor 

MET Careers Fair  



Year 9 
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Year 9 have had a 

fantastic start to the 

year so far and have 

shown great 

maturity and success starting their 

GCSEs. Students have immersed 

themselves fully into their new subjects 

and are relishing the opportunity to 

build on their learning. This term has 

also seen the Year 9 students getting 

involved in various extracurricular and 

enrichment activities to further their 

own personal development. Year 9 

Information Evening was a great 

success with parents meeting with their 

child’s tutor to find out what the 

students will be focusing on this year. 

Let's keeping living the DREAM and 

make this year incredible.   

Mr Sparks  

Year 11 

The Year 11 cohort have started their final year at MER with incredible determination 

with many students starting their Post 16 applications. The cohort have attended a 

MET Careers Fair where they were given the chance to really explore their next step. 

To see their curiosity and maturity was fantastic! With their PPEs to come, we wish 

the cohort the very best of luck. Our year's focus is resilience; with spirit, courage and 

a growth mindset, I've no doubt each of the students will do very well.     Mrs Cotton 

Open Evening 

Year 10 

Year 10 have had an exciting start to 

the 2023-2024 Academic Year. The 

students have been working hard 

getting ready for their work 

experience placements 

in June 2024. They are 

all very excited to get out 

in the world of 

work. Students have 

been building their 

confidence approaching 

local businesses to see if they can 

accommodate work experience 

placements. Students have also 

been busy preparing for their first 

Pre-Public Examination (PPE) for 

Religious Education. They will have 

their first experience writing an 

examination in exam conditions in 

the sport hall at the end of October 

to prepare for their Religious 

Education exam in May 2024.   

Mrs Langille 

Thursday 28th September saw our 

annual open evening for Year 6's to see 

our school. We have always known how 

great our students are but they really did 

do us proud by so many of them 

volunteering to help on the evening. We 

had lots of parents tell us how helpful 

our students had been. The evening was 

a busy one with lots of year 6's visiting, 

and they were spoilt with the array of 

activities going on in the rooms. I think 

the Food room in particular was a huge 

hit, maybe something to do with the 

lovely cupcakes they could decorate in 

there (Thank you to the students that 

baked these cakes for the evening). 

Mrs Gibbs 

Whiteboard drawing by Zainab Year 11  
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Extra Curricular Activities 
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On Monday 9th October we had 

our annual school trip to Warner 

Bros Studio Tours London for the 

Harry Potter tour – I’m not sure who was more 

excited for the trip, the students or me! 

The students got to see the amazing sets from 

the Harry Potter films, drink butterbeer, 

discover how some of the visual and practical 

effects were made and see the incredible 

model of Hogwarts. As we visited during the 

“Dark Arts” theme there was also some visits 

from the Death Eaters! 

The students were impeccably behaved on the 

day and demonstrated the MER way amazingly 

with praise given from the staff at the tour too. 

I hope they had a great day and I’m already 

counting down to next year’s visit! 

Miss Davies 

A Magical Adventure 



HERE 
HERE 

https://www.maidenerleghtrust.org/attachments/download.asp?file=425&type=pdf
https://www.maidenerleghtrust.org/attachments/download.asp?file=346&type=pdf
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Although slightly delayed this year due to our cyber attack, we can now confirm the Silver (Y7-Y8) and Gold 

(Y9-Y11) Programmes for this year. Where these sessions have already taken place, students were informed 

by daily notices. There may be further additions to the programme during the remaining academic year. 

Gold and Silver Programme for 2023/24 

Great Lives Balloon Debate  
As part of their ‘Great Lives’ Unit, Year 7 

have spent some time looking at some 

famous writers’ autobiographical writing. 

This has culminated in pupils taking part in 

‘The Great Balloon Debate’. In a 

hypothetical scenario, pupils write a 

speech persuading their peers to save their 

chosen famous person from being 

sacrificed to reduce the weight in a balloon 

that is falling. Pupils demonstrated their 

speaking and listening skills as they 

delivered their speeches 

in small groups before the 

winner of each small group delivered to the 

whole group. In Mrs Cotton’s class 

(pictured) pupils were awarded DREAM 

points for their respect, attitude, and 

overall commitment 

to learning. Mrs 

Cotton described the 

pupils as ‘incredible’ 

and ‘the highlight of 

the finals was the 

showdown between Emily 

and Mateo - what charisma 

and skill as orators!’ Well done Year 7!  

 Mr Brown 
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HOW DID WE CELEBRATE? 

PHOTO COMPETITION: 

We encouraged students to unleash and combine their artistic skills using a camera with your passion for languages. All entries were 

fantastic and it was a hard decision to choose the winners: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHY? 

Every year on 26th September, we celebrate European Day of 

Languages. The aims of this celebration are: 

• Alert the public to the importance of language learning, 

diversity and the range of languages learned in order to 

increase plurilingualism and intercultural understanding  

• Promote the rich linguistic and cultural diversity of Europe  

• Encourage lifelong language learning in and out of school 

 

Our Language is a key part of our culture – our identity. It 

defines us! Given how privilege we are in MER to have an 

immensely rich cultural and linguistic diversity (a sample of this 

can be seem in the map and the image below), we decide to 

turn this celebration into LANGUAGES WEEK and acknowledge 

the variety of languages and cultures we have in MER (and 

around the whole world), which are represented in the map we 

pulled together a couple of years ago.  

Languages Week – OUR LANGUAGES MATTER! 
This week we celebrate linguistic diversity and language learning  

1ST PLACE – Bernice 9G2, Team Griffin 

Hello in different languages 

2ND PLACE – Avanish 8T1, TEAM TRITON 

3RD PLACE – Daniel 9P2, TEAM PHOENIX 

Flag dominoes 

Well done to 

everyone who 

entered and 

helped to 

celebrate our 

linguistic and 

cultural diversity! 

15  
DREAM 
POINTS 

10  
DREAM 
POINTS 

5  
DREAM 
POINTS 
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ASSEMBLIES: All year group had assemblies about languages 

week and were asked to reflect on MER’s diversity.  

TUTOR TIME QUIZ: Are you a language detective? Can you 

recognise all the languages being displayed in the game? 

During tutor time, students were shown 10 extracts in different 

languages and they were tasked with determining what 

language which extract was in. 8T1 won the competition with 

7/10 correct answers – more than any tutor group in the school. 

Well done, Team Triton! 

YEAR 7 COMPETITION: Year 7s were tasked with finding out 

what languages their teachers speak and the winner was…

Alayna (7P1) who got 5 DREAM POINTS towards #TeamPhoenix 

and hot chocolate with the headteacher. Well done, Alayna! 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: In tutor time our students discovered 

the remarkable “FOREIGN LANGUAGE EFFECT” and discussed 

the mental benefits of bilingualism. Here is the article they read: 

https://www.globalschoolalliance.com/education/the-foreign-

language-effect-on-improved-decision-making/  

GUEST SPEAKER: On 20th September, we had Steve Eadon at 

school. Steve used to work for Arsenal FC in their 

Outreach team and he used to use languages every day for his 

job. 

Our year 8, 9 and 10 had the opportunity to hear about 

his work experience. They also explored linguistic careers 

and opportunities related to the sports industry. 

#TeamGriffin #TeamPhoenix #TeamTriton 

https://www.globalschoolalliance.com/education/the-foreign-language-effect-on-improved-decision-making/
https://www.globalschoolalliance.com/education/the-foreign-language-effect-on-improved-decision-making/
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merlettings@maidenerleghtrust.org 

merlettings@maidenerleghtrust.org 

mailto:merlettings@maidenerleghtrust.org
mailto:merlettings@maidenerleghtrust.org


 

Click on the 
ParentPay  
logo to login 
and register  
your account. 

Click on envelope 
to view recent 
communications 

 

MCAS -  
Please contact us at 

MERoffice@maidenerleghtrust.org 

for support. 
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Our fantastic school facilities are available for 

hire to the general public. For information on 

lettings for the next academic year please 

contact the school. 

Facilities Hire 

Click here to find a list of  
after school clubs 

AFTER 
SCHOOL 
CLUBS 

TERM DATES 2023-2024 

Autumn 

5th September -  
20th October 

30th October -  
20th December 

8th January - 
9th February 

Spring Term  
19th February  - 
28 March 

U16 Girls 23/24 season  

This season we had a record turnout at 

training with our biggest session at 22 Girls 

from Year 10 and Year 11. It was a tough 

season in which the Girls managed to finish 

8th out of 12. They started off the season 

with a 3-0-win v Oakbank and a 2-0 win vs 

Reading Girls. Notable performances from 

Lulu and Ayana in both games. The second 

round of fixtures was tough against 

Denefield and Oakbank in which the Girls 

lost 2-0 and 3-0. The next fixture was 2 

weeks later in which we were 

handed a 3-0-win v Kings 

Academy Prospect and then lost 4-2 v 

Bulmershe. The Bulmershe game was very 

frustrating as we had chances to win it and 

a few simple errors cost them the game. 

The girls then had a friendly match at the 

end of the season in which we played 

Leighton Park in a 4-2 victory. During this 

game Sara scored a Hatrick which was a 

fantastic way to end the season.  

Mr Hibbins 

Extra curricular clubs 

What a fantastic start to the year for PE 

extra-curricular clubs. We've had over 

100 different students turn up for 

different clubs since the second week of 

September. We've had KS4 Badminton 

Club, Year 7 & 8 Boys Rugby, U16 and 

U14 Girls football so far. Volleyball club 

and GCSE PE & Sports Studies revision 

club will be starting after Half Term. 

Keep up the good work MER! 

https://www.maidenerleghschoolreading.co.uk/page/?title=Parent+Pay+and+parent+Pay+Shop&pid=238
http://www.maidenerleghschoolreading.co.uk/page/?title=Letters+for+parents&pid=43
mailto:MERoffice@maidenerleghtrust.org
http://www.maidenerleghschoolreading.co.uk/page/?title=Facilities+Hire&pid=59
https://www.maidenerleghschoolreading.co.uk/page/?title=After+School+Clubs&pid=218
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