
PLANNING FOR YOUR                                               
FUTURE:

MAKING POST-16 CHOICES…AND TAKING ACTION!
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Post-16 choices

1) In England - all young people are legally required to be in some form of education 

or training until they are…  

A few suggestions:  
• UNIFROG
• school/college/company/apprenticeship websites 
• Attendance at sixth form & college open events
• Attendance at Trust F.E./H.E. Fair 
• Attendance at Trust / local school Careers Fair…

2) The 3 main options after Year 11 are… 

3) Ways to research about post Year 11 options:

18 years old

F.E. college, sixth form, or apprenticeship



“Success is where preparation and opportunity meet.”  Bob Usner



Do you know where you’re going 

to?
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Career 

Planning & 

Management



When do Year 11 students need to start applying for 
Sixth forms, colleges & apprenticeships to start after Year 11?

Autumn Term 
of 

Year 11!
(October 2024!)



Education Levels



Attend open events!



Education Levels

Tier 3 – 
Including GCSE English / Maths

Tier 2

Tier 1



Post 16 qualifications  - consider GCSE grades, career ideas/plans, next steps post 18 



Exploring the 3 Main 
post 16 options:

➢Further Education College
➢Sixth Form
➢Apprenticeship



Activate Learning:

Reading College

A-levels, T-levels, Applied Levels + BTEC

* Specialist courses – Construction (e.g. 

Hair & Beauty,  Bricklaying, Carpentry, 

Plumbing, Motor Vehicle, Professional 

Culinary Arts (Chef training)

BCA (Maidenhead):

BTEC / Technical qualifications

*Specialist courses – Agriculture (Farming), Animal Management,

Equine Studies, Outdoor Education, Motor Vehicle

* Has Academy of Sport in Football, Netball and Rugby (try outs), Golf 

Henley College:

Wide range of A-levels, BTEC,  Applied Levels, T-

Levels

* Has Elite Sports Programmes in Basketball, 

Football, Rowing, Rugby Union (try outs) Activate Learning:

Bracknell & Wokingham College 

(Bracknell)

A-Levels, T-levels, Applied Levels + BTEC

* Specialist courses – Construction 

Trades, Electrical Installation, Hair & 

Beauty, Motor Vehicle, 

Basketball Academy (try outs) 

Most colleges offer courses in Applied Science, Art & Design, Business, Childcare, 

Creative Media Production, Health and Social Care, Engineering, ICT, Performing 

Arts, Public Services, Travel & Tourism, and Sport related Studies

You can also explore colleges further afield – e.g. Newbury, those in Slough, etc. – 

consider distance. Football Academies also at John Madejski Academy + Piggott 

School (coaching training)



Click on the college website links to find out more

A list of local F.E. colleges

F.E. college Website

BCA, Maidenhead Vocational, Technical, & Higher Education | BCA

BCoT (Basingstoke College 
of Technology)

Basingstoke College of Technology (bcot.ac.uk) 

Bracknell & Wokingham 
(Activate Learning)

Bracknell and Wokingham College (activatelearning.ac.uk) 

City of Oxford
(Activate Learning)

City of Oxford College (activatelearning.ac.uk) 

Farnborough College of 
Technology

Farnborough College of Technology | Ofsted Outstanding - Farnborough 
College of Technology (farn-ct.ac.uk) 

Farnborough Sixth Form 
College

The Sixth Form College Farnborough

Henley College Home | The Henley College Oxfordshire 

Langley College (near 
Slough) 

Vocational, Technical, & Higher Education | Langley College 

https://www.bca.ac.uk/
https://www.bcot.ac.uk/
https://bracknell.activatelearning.ac.uk/
https://oxford.activatelearning.ac.uk/
https://www.farn-ct.ac.uk/
https://www.farn-ct.ac.uk/
https://farnborough.ac.uk/
https://www.henleycol.ac.uk/
https://www.langley.ac.uk/


Click on the college website links to find out more

A list of local F.E. colleges

F.E. college Website

Queen Mary’s College,
Basingstoke

Build your future at Queen Mary’s Sixth Form College. - Queen Mary's 
College (qmc.ac.uk) 

Reading College 
(Activate Learning)

Reading College (activatelearning.ac.uk)

Sparsholt College
(near Winchester)

Welcome to Sparsholt College and University Centre - Sparsholt 
College Hampshire 

Strodes College Sixth Form College & Courses |Strode's College and Windsor College 
(strodes-windsor.ac.uk) 

Uxbridge College
(towards London)

Uxbridge College | Further Education, Higher Education & 
Apprenticeships - Uxbridge College | Top London College

UTC, Reading UTC Reading | 

Windsor College Homepage - Windsor Forest College (windsor-forest.ac.uk)

https://www.qmc.ac.uk/
https://www.qmc.ac.uk/
https://reading.activatelearning.ac.uk/
https://www.sparsholt.ac.uk/
https://www.sparsholt.ac.uk/
https://www.strodes-windsor.ac.uk/
https://www.strodes-windsor.ac.uk/
https://www.uxbridgecollege.ac.uk/
https://www.uxbridgecollege.ac.uk/
https://www.utcreading.co.uk/
https://www.windsor-forest.ac.uk/


Applying to college

*Early application will reserve a place on your chosen course. Your offer is conditional, so you must meet the grade 

criteria. If you don’t achieve this, there will be the opportunity to consider a lower level or an alternative course.

Research and choose a course

Apply online or via your school

Receive a confirmation email

Phone call from Advice & 
Admissions Team

Receive Conditional Offer

Accept Conditional Offer

'Meet the Teaching Team' 
Session

Prepare for college 

Receive your GCSE 

results and enrol

Receive invitation to New 

Student Welcome Day



Entry requirements:

*Please note: this is a guide only as some courses may require specific entry criteria.

Qualification Entry Requirements

Entry Level No formal entry requirements

Level 1 Range of GCSEs at grades 3-1

Level 2
Two to four GCSEs at grade 3 or above, including Maths 

and English, or equivalent.

Level 3

A Levels

Four or five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including Maths 

and English, or equivalent.

T Level 3
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including Maths and 

English, or equivalent (only at Oxford).



Option 2: Sixth Form



Click on the ‘Sixth form’ tab/section of school websites to find out more

A list of local sixth forms

Maiden Erlegh – Earley site:   Maiden Erlegh School - Home 
Schools: Earley, Reading, 
Tilehurst, Woodley area 

Website

Blessed Hugh Farringdon www.hughfaringdon.org/  

Bulmershe www.thebulmersheschool.com/

Denefield www.denefield.org.uk/   

Highdown www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/  

John Madejski Academy www.johnmadejskiacademy.co.uk/   

Kendrick (Girls) www.kendrick.reading.sch.uk/ 

Kings Academy Prospect
Little Heath

www.kgaprospect.uk/ 
https://www.littleheath.org.uk/ 

Reading Boys www.reading-school.co.uk/ 

The Piggott School www.piggottschool.org/    

The Wren www.wrenschool.org/  

Waingels www.waingels.wokingham.sch.uk/   

https://www.maidenerleghschool.co.uk/
http://www.hughfaringdon.org/
https://www.thebulmersheschool.com/
http://www.denefield.org.uk/
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/
https://www.johnmadejskiacademy.co.uk/
https://www.kendrick.reading.sch.uk/
http://www.kgaprospect.uk/
https://www.littleheath.org.uk/
https://www.reading-school.co.uk/
https://www.piggottschool.org/
https://www.wrenschool.org/
https://www.waingels.wokingham.sch.uk/


These lists do not include private schools.  Scholarships for privately funded sixth forms can be available

A list of local sixth forms

Schools: Wokingham,  
Bracknell & Ascot area

Website

Brackenhale www.brakenhale.co.uk

Charters www.chartersschool.org.uk 

Easthampstead Park www.epschool.org 

Edgebarrow www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk  

Emmbrook www.emmbrook.wokingham.sch.uk

Garth Hill College www.garthhillcollege.com/

Forest www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/ 

Ranelagh www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk 

Sandhurst www.sandhurstschool.org.uk/ 

St Crispin’s www.crispins.co.uk 

The Holt www.holtschool.co.uk/ 

http://www.brakenhale.co.uk/
http://www.chartersschool.org.uk/
http://www.epschool.org/
http://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/
http://www.emmbrook.wokingham.sch.uk/
http://www.garthhillcollege.com/
http://www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/
http://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/
http://www.sandhurstschool.org.uk/
http://www.crispins.co.uk/
http://www.holtschool.co.uk/


Research: Maiden Erlegh Sixth Form 



Research: Maiden Erlegh Sixth Form – subjects 
offered 

**Some courses may be withdrawn if there is insufficient uptake.

Please bookmark website link below - it will contain all updates regarding open evenings and prospectus 
updates:

https://www.maidenerleghschool.co.uk/page/?title=Prospective+Sixth+Form+Students&pid 

https://www.maidenerleghschool.co.uk/page/?title=Prospective+Sixth+Form+Students&pid


Apprenticeships…
✓A real job
✓Last minimum of 12 months and up to 6 years
✓(Traineeships can last up to 12 months, but usually up to 6 months)
✓Range from level 2 to level 7 
✓Are at Intermediate (2/GCSE), Advanced (3/A-level), Higher (4-5) and 

Degree (6&7) Level

Apprentices… 
✓Do not pay for their training 
✓Receive 20% off-the-job learning (college, university, in-house, external training provider)

✓Spend 80% of their time on-the-job
✓Earn a salary – minimum pay set to rise to £7.55 per hour (April 2025)
✓Gain invaluable experience and skills

Option 3:  Apprenticeship



Accounting and finance

….and 
many 
more!
There are currently over 500 
apprenticeship standards covering a 
wide range of industry sectors…

Fact: The Armed Forces are currently 
the provider offering
the highest number of apprenticeship 
options and opportunities!

Hairdressing

Construction

Architecture

Creative

Journalism

IT / Cyber Security

Dental Nursing

Nursing

Horticulture

Legal services

Business / HR



Apprenticeship Levels

Intermediate
Level 2

Advanced
Level 3

Higher
Level 4 and 5

Degree
Level 6 and 7

GCSE

A-Level

Level 4 – HNC
Level 5 – HND, Foundation Degree 

Level 6 – Bachelors Degree
Level 7 – Masters Degree

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Potential opportunity to 
progress onto next level of 
apprenticeship, possibly 
including university
dependent on apprenticeship 
standard, qualifications, subject 
area/job type, and grades



USING UNIFROG – :

Search:

• Colleges / Sixth forms

• Apprenticeships – for now – e.g. 
Intermediate (Level 2) & Advanced 
(Level 3) + some Higher (Level 4) + 
future – e.g. Degree (Level 6 / 7)

• UK universities – check Level 3 
subjects / grades required for 
various degrees / universities



Using the College/Sixth Form tool

Narrow these down to a shortlist of your top options by clicking the ones that you like 

the most. Click ‘Save’ to keep a record of the shortlist in your Favourites.

Choose up to ten subjects that interest you.

The longlist will show you all the courses in your area that fit those interests.



Using the Apprenticeships tool

Narrow these down to a shortlist of your top options by clicking the ones that you like 

the most. Click ‘Save’ to keep a record of the shortlist in your Favourites.

Choose up to ten industries that interest you.

The longlist will show you all the vacancies in your area that fit those interests.



Finding out more about apprenticeships

You can also find out more about apprenticeships using our 

Know-how library tool. 

We have several guides on apprenticeships, including 

specific guides for apprenticeships England, Scotland, Wales 

and Northern Ireland. 

Remember to favourite guides you’d like to come back to 

later!



USING UNIFROG – :

Search by keyword – 
e.g.

• CV
• Revision! Get top tips
• Law
• Economics
• Apprenticeships
• Interview
• UK Universities tool
etc.!
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✓Research your post 16 options:

• Careers websites – including UNIFROG!
• School & College prospectuses
• ‘Open Events’ at Schools and Colleges
• Via Apprenticeship websites  
• see your ‘Student Careers Pack’



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 

CC BY-SA-NC

✓Learn about you:

•      Ask family, friends, teachers, leaders … No need to be shy

•      Take Personality and careers quizzes

•      Look for job groups/areas of interest

•      Find out which careers interest / inspire / suit you through… 

•    RESEARCH ☺ 

✓Apply for at least 3 options AS soon as you can:

• Sixth Form + other Sixth Form/s and/or college/s 

• College + other Colleges and/or Sixth Form/s

• Apprenticeships / Traineeships + college/s +/- Sixth Forms – do not apply for just one 

Consider your potential GSCE / BTEC Level 2 grades + entry requirements – you can apply for a variety of 

places which will cover all eventualities on GCSE RESULTS DAY ☺ 

https://arkansasgopwing.blogspot.com/2017/01/helpful-tips-for-discussing-politics.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Timeline – Year 11
Careers 

Appointments
(Sept-Dec)

Attend open 
events /Complete 

applications 
(Oct onward)

Keep an eye on 
phone calls / emails

(Weekly after 
applications submitted)

Interviews
Face-to-face

Phone 
(Varies – Nov onward)

Check phone/ 
emails + 
respond
(Weekly) 

Accept all offers
As soon as received
(Feb/March onward) 

Ace your 
exams!

(May-June)

Enrolment
(Follow 

instructions)

GCSE Results 
Day  

(Check results + 
confirm place)



To apply to at least x1 college!



Local F.E. colleges 



• Look ahead
• write down dates (especially application deadlines)
• Book and attend events (add to your calendar)
• Apply to 3 or more places (different entry requirements)

Top tips



**We recommend every student apply to at least one college for a course 
     with lower grade boundaries.

• Keep track of correspondence / follow through with application process.

• Check Google Classroom + emails.

• Search and apply EARLY – popular places can fill up quickly.

•   Check enrolment procedures for each sixth form/college / company (apprenticeship)

• Confirm acceptance of places on GCSE results day (if offers conditional 
       - e.g. on GCSE/BTEC grades)

Preparing for life after Year 11 – 
top tips…
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We’re all different…

You get to choose your next steps! 

Choose what suits you…



RUN YOUR OWN RACE… 



Preparing feels good

Empowered



It's not too late to turn things 
around – there's still time...

• Attendance

• Punctuality

• Attitude

• Study – YOUR best 

grades go a long 

way

• Sixth forms / colleges 

/ employers – may 

ask for a reference



Study/ Revise - 
Short term pain = long term gain



Take time each week…and always remember – 
help is available – don’t be afraid to ask ☺ 

Don’t panic!
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It may take time…but it will definitely be worth it ☺

Avoid disappointment – 

missed deadlines, 

missed opportunities, etc.!

Feel more confident

Take Control

https://philosophy.commons.gc.cuny.edu/call-questions-conscious-experience-time-due-722/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Careers appointments today & Friday:

11-Dec-24 09.00 - 09.30 Pun Prachi 11P1

11-Dec-24 09.30 - 10.00 Rai Nihal 11G2

11-Dec-24 10.00 - 10.30 Eddolls Andrew 11P2

11-Dec-24 10.30 - 11.00 Rai Xenam 11T1

11-Dec-24 11.30 - 12.00 Rujuwa Nenyasha 11T2

11-Dec-24 12.00 - 12.30 Gurung Nepolean 11G1

11-Dec-24 2.05 - 2.35pm Serika Yan 11T1

13-Dec-24 09.00 - 09.30
Khan Aizah 11P1

13-Dec-24 09.30 - 10.00
Sharafaz Ahamed Aahil 11T1

13-Dec-24 10.00 - 10.30
Moldovan Alexander 11G2

13-Dec-24 10.30 - 11.00
Shaukat Yasmin 11T2

13-Dec-24 11.30 - 12.00
Souley Hanifa 11P1

13-Dec-24 12.00 - 12.30
Spence Sophie 11P1

13-Dec-24 2.05 - 2.35pm
O'Donkor Libby 11P2
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