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Welcome to our  
Safeguarding 

Newsletter 
A list of local outreach support services in 

Reading. This can be found on the school 

website here. 

 

County Lines 

“Add Everyone” WhatsApp 

groups  

There is a recent trend with young people 

emerging around “Add Everyone” WhatsApp 

groups. Regional police forces have warned 

that these can expose children and young 

people to explicit and harmful material. 

There are groups where children are invited 

to join and then content such as sexual 

images, images promoting self harm, racism 

and other inappropriate content are shared. 

These may be created by adults or young 

people. It can be difficult to control who 

becomes a member of these groups and 

participants may be asked to add all their 

contacts to the group too. INEQE have creat-

ed an article with further information and 

guidance for parents. This is available here 

Safer Internet Day 

Safer Internet Day is 11 Feb 2025. This 

is an opportunity to highlight to young 

people about how to stay say online. 

There will be quizzes in tutor time as well 

as resources in some lessons for stu-

dents. For parents wanting to know more 

about supporting children online the UK 

Safer Internet Centre has a resource 

page here 

County lines is a form of criminal exploitation where urban gangs persuade, coerce or force chil-

dren and young people to store drugs and money and/or transport them to suburban areas, mar-

ket towns and coastal towns (Home Office, 2018). It can happen in any part of the UK and is 

against the law and a form of child abuse. 

Children and young people may be criminally exploited in multiple ways. Other forms of criminal 

exploitation include child sexual exploitation, trafficking, gang and knife crime. 

Young people are groomed into county lines by the perpetrators. This process involves the gang 

seeking out a child to exploit, overserving them for any vulnerabilities, finding their needs and 

wants and manipulating them into believing that being in the gang can fulfil their needs.  (Source 

NSPCC).  

There are a number of risks associated with county lines such as: 

• Children may have to travel long distances to places they do not know and deliver/sell 

drugs in unsafe spaces 

• Exploiters may stage robberies where the young person has their drugs stolen to ensure 

they are in debt to the gangs 

• Many young people involved will carry knives and weapons and this is raising the risk of 

harm to them and others.  

For further information, along with advice and guidance on how to support your child please see 

the following links: NSPCC   CSCP Internet Matters Safe4Me Children’s Society 

Jeremy Indika Talk 

On 13th January we welcomed Jeremy Indika to school to talk to staff and stu-

dents around his story of sexual abuse, and how we can try to prevent young 

people experiencing this, and support those who have experienced this. He 

spoke with Y8, 10 and 11 on the day and delivered training for staff. His story 

was incredibly powerful and an important message for our children and young 

people to hear. He gave students the strategy of having 5 people to speak to if 

support is needed (parents/carers, friends, teachers, police, Childline) and whilst 

he told his life experiences around this topic he also focused on how this does 

not define a person. For further information around Jeremy and the work he 

does please visit his website. Further information around sexual abuse, guid-

ance for parents and support for victims can be found at the following: 

NSPCC   Barnados   IDAS   Stop Abuse Together 

https://www.maidenerleghschoolreading.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=5222&type=pdf
https://ineqe.com/2024/10/31/safeguarding-alert-add-everyone-whatsapp-group/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--qFlU8Qfvhi8iLOFFqFvj9UtAERHoodglaXpEXfDE4-bAWnCYvh0I6YzT2DkFd7XD5ZgHpvRCj9vmtz_xsNNqmpApgPNmbg_VfTz-KJPgCEhpaGGs&_hsmi=331780625&utm_content=33178
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-abuse-and-neglect/county-lines
https://cscp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/4206.1-County-lines-leaflet-final-web.pdf
https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/online-grooming/protect-vulnerable-children-from-county-lines/
https://www.safe4me.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Unseen-County-Lines-Exploitation-guide-for-parentscarers-practitioners.pdf
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/our-work/child-criminal-exploitation-and-county-lines/what-is-county-lines
https://jeremyindika.com/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-abuse/
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/support-for-parents-and-carers/child-abuse-and-harm/child-sexual-abuse-and-exploitation
https://sexualviolence.idas.org.uk/surviving-sexual-violence-and-abuse/help-for-parents-of-children-who-have-been-sexually-abused/
https://stopabusetogether.campaign.gov.uk/speak-to-your-child/
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