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 As we reach the end of another busy and 

vibrant half-term and look forward to a 

much-appreciated weeks holiday, to 

recharge our batteries, I want to take a 

moment to reflect on the many 

achievements and events that have made 

this half-term so memorable. 

Firstly, a huge well done to our Year 11 

students, who have shown incredible 

focus and determination as they tackle 

their GCSE exams. We are immensely 

proud of the maturity and resilience 

theyõve demonstrated, and we wish them 

continued success as they move through 

the remainder of the exam season. Thank 

you to all of our staff who work so hard to 

prepare and support our students to do 

their very best in their final exams. 

Our Year 10 students have been equally 

busy, sitting their PPEs in preparation for 

next year. They also sat their first òofficialó 

GCSE examination this week, their 

Religious Studies exam. Their attitude 

towards revision and assessment has 

been commendable, and these exams will 

provide excellent preparation and some 

valuable insight as we support them on 

their journey into Year 11. 

We also welcomed families of Year 7 to 

our virtual Progress Meetings, which 

offered a great opportunity to celebrate 

achievements and discuss next steps. 

Year 7 have also been preparing for 

their Assessment Week, and weõre 

confident theyõll approach it with the same 

enthusiasm and curiosity theyõve shown 

all year. 

This term also saw the curtain rise on 

our school production of Matilda; and 

what a show it was! The talent, energy, 

and teamwork on display were simply 

outstanding. A heartfelt thank you to all 

the students, staff, and families who 

supported this 

magical production, 

particularly Mr 

Butchers, Ms Z-M, 

Miss Venables-

Perrett and Mrs 

Godfrey. It was a 

true celebration of creativity and of the 

MER community spirit. 

This term, we marked Mental Health 

Awareness Week with a range of activities 

and discussions focused on wellbeing, 

kindness, and self-care. It was inspiring to 

see students and staff engaging so 

thoughtfully with such an important topic. 

Finally, a special mention to our sporting 

heroes, on the 14 May our Year 10 

handball team, competed in the regional 

finals in Bournemouth and finished an 

impressive 5th place, we were just one 

point away from the semi-finals! Their 

teamwork, sportsmanship, skill and 

determination were a credit to the school. 

Our boys athletics team also competed 

this week in the District Athletics finals in 

Bracknell. There were many amazing 

performances, with 9 of our athletes 

winning medals in their events. Our Year 

8&9 relay team won their competition, 

winning gold and the Year 7 relay team 

finished with a silver medal. Many of our 

athletes will now go on to represent 

Reading later in the season, which is an 

outstanding achievement.  

As we head into the half-term break, I 

want to thank all our students, staff, and 

families for their continued support and 

commitment. I hope you all enjoy a restful 

and refreshing break, and I look forward to 

seeing everyone back for the final half-

term of the year. 

Mr Graham 

CALENDAR 

2 June START OF TERM 

11 & 12 
June 

Year 10 Geography Field Trip 

16 June Year 9 Careers Day 

16 June Year 10 Work Experience 

18 & 19 
June 

Year 9 Geography Trip 

18 June Williams Racing Trip 

24 June Bank of England Tour 

24 June ELT Celebration Event 

25 June Year 6 Transition Day 

30 June Sports Day 

2 July 
Oxford University -  
Gold Programme 

3 JULY INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED 

4 July Big Bang STEM Event 

4 July Year 8 HPV Vaccinations 

4 July Year 11 Prom 

7 July MET Inter Trust Sports Event 

8 July Year 9 D&T Cadbury World Trip 

10 July Cultural Event Day 

11 July Year 7 Zoology Day 

16 July 
Year 7 Champions of 
Enterprise Workshop 

16 July Summer Arts Workshop 

17 July Awards Evening 



Mental Health  
Awareness Week  
12-18th May 2025 
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Year 8 

Well what can I say 

another term has absolutely flown by. 

The progress that is being made 

across Year 8 continues to make me 

incredibly proud. I was thrilled to see 

so many of our Year 8 students 

represent the school fantastically in 

the school production of Matilda and 

across a variety of summer sporting 

fixtures. There is an overwhelming 

sense of positive maturity in Year 8 at 

the moment, and we are continuing 

to work together as a fantastic year 

group! 

We have been on a journey to 

improve our attendance and 

punctuality this term and we are now 

really starting to see some great 

strides from the year group. I am 

looking forward to seeing how we fare 

in the second half summer term as 

we move closer and closer to Year 9! 

Keep up all your 

hard work and 

let's keep on 

moving forward! 

Mr Carpenter 

The theme for Mental Health Awareness 

week 2025 was community. To highlight 

Mental Health Awareness Week we had 

different activities for our community to 

access. In lessons we had Do Now 

activities in every lesson with a focus on 

different areas of Mental Health, we 

shared resources for parents in our 

weekly communications and we had a 

Wellbeing Competition organised by our 

Wellbeing and Anti-bullying 

Ambassadors, the winner of this 

competition is still to be decided but we 

had some excellent entries!  

Mental health is something that 

everyone has and can be impacted in 

different ways and so it was important to 

highlight this in school. As a reminder we 

have various methods for students to 

seek support if they need this; speaking 

to a member of the Safeguarding team, 

speaking to any member of staff, 

Wellbeing and Anti-Bullying 

Ambassadors, reporting concerns 

through ClassCharts and the school 

counsellor drop in sessions. We are also 

aware not everyone would like to talk to 

someone in school so we would like to 

remind everyone to try to talk to any 

trusted adult or their friends, or reach 

out to charities such as NSPCC, 

ChildLine or Young Minds if they  

need support.  

Miss Davies 

Year 7 

Year 7, one half term to go! 

As we settle into the summer term 

there is a lot to look forward to on top 

of the nicer weather and brighter 

evenings. In the final term there will be 

Sports Day, afterschool 

clubs, Careers Day, reward 

trips and events and  

much more. 

We need to have a big final 

push on being on time to lesson and 

getting as many dream points as you 

can. The more dream points, the 

higher chance you have of being 

rewarded! 

Keep up the good work, and one big 

push until 6 weeks off and being 

officially year 8. 

Mr Hibbins 
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On the 8 May the cast of Matilda performed 

twice for a magical performance. Alfred Sutton

(year 5) came to visit MER, during the day, and 

loved the songs and were especially terrified of  

Miss Trunchball and her chokey! 

The students have been working hard since 

November and they have put in the hours and 

were committed to excellence. The cast 

supported one another and learned about 

teamwork, focus and determination. They 

learned life skills which will impact them forever! 

The evening performance was filled with 

parents, relatives, staff and peers. We had 

standing room only ! Well done to the cast  

and Mr Butchers who was the musical director,  

Ms Z-M drama director, Mrs Godfrey set 

designer and Miss Perrett our amazing PGCE 

student who was helping students with  

learning lines and motivating all the students.  

We canõt wait for next year! 
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Year 10 

Year 10 have had a fantastic term and 

should be incredibly proud of 

themselves. Their attitude towards 

learning has been nothing short of 

impressive, particularly in the lead-up 

to their first GCSE examination in 

Religious Education. 

Itõs been brilliant to see so 

many students taking full 

advantage of the revision 

and booster sessions on 

offer, showing real commitment and 

maturity in preparing for their exam. 

This positive approach to study and 

revision lays an excellent foundation 

for the year ahead, when they will be 

sitting their full set of GCSEs. 

Well done, Year 10 - youõve set the bar 

high, and weõre excited to see you 

continue to grow and succeed. 

Mr Hood 
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Year 9 

It was fantastic to see so many Year 9 

students leading the way in the school 

production. Congratulations to those 

involved in what was a truly remarkable 

performance. We have an exciting half 

term up ahead, our final half term 

before we begin our GCSE option 

subjects! A careers day, trips, sports 

day and more. Weõve got so much to 

look forward to. Keep up 

the hard work ð youõre 

amazing!  

Miss Ryan 

As part of our ongoing commitment to 

sustainability and environmental 

responsibility, MER has taken a 

significant step forward in waste 

management. In line with the new UK 

recycling regulations that came into 

effect on 31 March 2025, we are now 

actively collecting food waste from staff 

rooms, the kitchen and food tech 

separately from other types of rubbish. 

Whatõs Changed? 

The UK Government introduced a new 

òSimpler Recyclingó system to 

standardise recycling practices across 

homes, schools, and workplaces. Under 

these new rules, all schools in 

England are now required to separate 

their waste into specific categories, 

including: 

Food waste 

Dry mixed recycling (glass, metal, 

plastic, paper, and cardboard) 

Residual (non-recyclable) waste 

This means food waste can no longer 

be placed in general bins or mixed with 

other recyclables. Instead, it must be 

collected in a dedicated food waste 

container. 

Why It Matters 

Food waste is a major contributor to 

landfill emissions. By separating it, we 

can ensure it is properly composted or 

processed into renewable energy, 

rather than contributing to methane 

emissions in landfills. This change not 

only helps the environment but also 

supports MER and Maiden Erlegh 

Trustõs sustainability goals. 

What Weõre Doing 

To comply with the new regulations and 

do our part: 

The Eco Club is currently reviewing all 

classrooms to ensure that each one 

has two clearly labelled binsñone for 

recyclables and one for general waste. 

Staff have received guidance on what 

goes where, helping everyone make 

informed choices and encouraging 

students to make the right choice in 

the classroom. 

Weõre working with our cleaning team 

and waste collection provider to 

ensure regular and responsible 

disposal of all waste streams. 

How You Can Help 

Ensure your child has a reusable drinks 

bottle with them every day to reduce 

the amount of single use plastic bottles 

purchased from the canteen 

Encourage your children to use the 

correct bins at school. 

Talk about recycling and food waste at 

home to reinforce good habits. 

Support our green initiatives by 

reducing food waste in packed lunches. 

�7�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�����Z�H�·�U�H���P�D�N�L�Q�J���D���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�³
one banana peel at a time! 

Recycling at School:  
A Greener Future with Food 
Waste Collection 

Click button for our 

latest Safeguarding 

Newsletter 

SAFEGUARDING NEWSLETTER 


