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 It is with a heavy heart to say a òfond 

farewelló to everyone in the MER 

Community, in what is my last post as 

Headteacher of our fantastic school. 

The last three years has been a òroller 

coasteró ride; one that has had its ups and 

downs, but one that I will most definitely 

remember forever! 

The beauty and strength of this school is 

our togetherness, this community feel is 

one that I have never experienced in any of 

my previous, six, schools. It is something 

that will always stay with me and that I will 

miss. 

So many of the events that weõve held at 

MER this half term has amplified our 

ambition to build on our diverse and 

inclusive communityé.. 

The Year 6 Transition Day and family BBQ 

was a wonderful occasion, hundreds of 

parents attending after school for the food, 

to meet with staff 

and other parents, 

and to receive some 

key messages and 

information to help 

with the smooth 

transition from Year 6 into 7 from 

September. 

Our first ever Alumni event was another 

huge success, with a great turn-out from 

the students, and many of the staff, who 

started at MER as our first cohort, back in 

2016. 

Our Cultural Diversity Day, where students 

came dressed as their òcultural heroó and 

shared food, that they and their families 

had prepared, during the lunchtime food 

fair, was another magnificent display of 

inclusion, acceptance and celebration of 

difference, which remains a core strength 

at the heart of our school. 

We also hosted our Arts showcase and 

Awards evening on 17 July giving us the 

opportunity to celebrate the amazing 

achievements of so many of our students, 

with their families. 

At the end of the term, we say goodbye to 

Ms Allsop, Ms Khan, Mr Davison, Miss 

Martin, Mr Toole, Mr Kaloudis, Ms Bryant 

and Mr Dibs. It is always sad when staff 

(and students) leave us, but they go with 

our thanks for all their hard work and, with 

our best wishes for whatever their next 

challenge and adventure is going to be. 

Finally, can I wish you all a sensational 

summer, have fun, stay safe and look after 

each other. 

Best wishes, 

Will Graham 

Oxford Trip Reflection 

CALENDAR 

3 September 
YEAR 7 ONLY 
START OF TERM 

4 September 
ALL STUDENTS  
(YEARS 8-11)  
START OF TERM 

The Oxford trip was an exciting and unforgettable opportunity for 

some selected students at MER. It was a fantastic chance for all 

involved. Upon our arrival, we met with an MER alumnus who 

gave us a tour and shared his experience of going from MER all 

the way to the prestigious Oxford University, where he studied 

Philosophy, Politics, and Economics. This helped us understand 

what it takes to reach our dream universities and made us 

realise that it could be any of us studying at Oxford, regardless of 

our backgrounds. 

We were shown around Worcester College and later attended a 

lecture on the definition of numbers as part of a Philosophy and 

Maths taster session.  

Later we were allowed to explore the town and the university on 

our own in groups of threes. I personally visited Balliol and Christ 

Church College, learning many things about life at Oxford. I would 

like to personally thank the staff who arranged the trip and the 

college workers who accommodated us.   Robert M. and Oscar R. 
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Year 7 

Samarth, Kasper, Nash, Botond and Ben made an all terrain vehicle which can be 

programmed to move and do simple tasks out of Lego! 

Ben, Kasper & Botondõs Team entered a national competition 

hosted by the European Space Agency (ESA) to create a Moon 

base. They designed and created their 3D moon camp using Tinker 

Cad and ESA thought the design was so good that they published 

their work on the ESAs website! 

CONGRATULATIONS TEAM ACKENSIJU! 

Below is a brief description of Team Ackensiju's moon camp: 

Ackensiju moon camp is a community developed by multiple 

countries. It was constructed on the Moon by the Chinese, Finnish 

and Serbian Space Companies. We have diverse and rich facilities 

designed by Finland SpaceEKS and include equipment for the 

exploitation of the natural resources found on the moon. The 

facilities include a luxurious living quarters and a first of a kind 

energy generator known as a nuclear power plant. We accept 

everyone and have an extremely diverse community. We have 

translators that know 20 different languages including Old English, 

Latin, German and more. We even accept death sentence 

prisoners and people who are in debt to get them back on the right 

track and their feet. Our diverse community is shown with the 

different languages and symbols present around the camp. 

Us, Ackensiju Moon Camp Company, is proud to be a powerhouse 

of the space community. As seen by our motto: Fun first, Safety 

second! 

European Space Agency (ESA) Competition 
Create a Moon base  

Year 7, can you believe it has been a 

year since we met. Your MER journey 

has only just started, yet you've all made 

such brilliant progress and contributions 

to the school. Whether that is fantastic 

homework, well constructed answers in 

lesson, resilience on sports fixtures or 

upholding the MER way in the corridors.  

Well done on an incredible year and also 

an incredibly long year. 

What is now important is that you spend 

time with family and friends, rest, enjoy 

and play during the 6 week holiday.  

I will welcome you all back with open 

arms in September, ready to start  

Year 8.                                   Mr Hibbins 



Year 8 
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And with that the 2025 comes to an 

end... 

It doesnõt seem like two minutes ago 

that you were all sat in the sports hall 

on Day 1 of your MER journeyñand 

now here we are, nearly halfway 

through! 

Youõve done an amazing job this year. 

As a team, weõve held our standards 

high, embraced challenges, and 

celebrated how brilliant we truly are. 

As we head into Year 9, let's make 

sure we are Ready for a fast start. 

Youõll be getting a new timetable, new 

groups, and a fresh start. 

Exciting times ahead! 

Weõll also begin thinking 

about your option choices in 

the Autumn termñso thereõs 

plenty to look forward to. 

Well done on all your efforts 

this year on the DREAM 

point leaderboard!  

Have a fantastic summerñ 

make sure you relax, stay 

safe and get ready to rumble ñ and I 

look forward to seeing you as Year 9s 

in September. 

Mr Carpenter 

 

Congrats to our 61 year 7 and 8 students who took part in the UKMT  junior maths 

challenge after school on Thursday 1 May. 

Four of our students even made it through to the next round! Well done to:  

Kyle, Yuvraj, Ayaan, Qasim. They will be competing in the follow up challenges on 

June 10th. 

Are you as bright as our maths challenge competitors?  

Try the first 5 questions below! 

And can you do the hardest question on the paper?: 

UKMT  junior maths challenge  

Many students have been highly engaged 

with Sparx over the year which is shown to 

have a large correlation to progress and 

exam performance. 

In MER this year the students have 

answers 731,504 maths questions in 

Sparx. 

The students with the highest number of 

experience points were: Devdarshan (Year 

7) Ben (Year 8) Akash (Year 9) Akindu 

(Year 10). Well done to them for all their 

hard work! Sparx sent us some badges to 

commemorate, and we also awarded 

them with an ice cream each in this hot 

weather.                                  

Mr Davison 

Sparx Star Pupils  
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The Big Bang STEM Event 

On Friday 4th July 2025 the Science 

Department planned and organised a 

special evaent called The Big Bang STEM 

Event. 

The special event was themed around 

Space Travel and Exploration: the 

science, technology, engineering and 

mathematics involved in getting humans 

into Space! 

The students who attended were off 

timetable all day. They were encouraged 

to participate in different planned 

activities from making scale models of 

the solar system to designing and 

launching a rocket.   

These activities were designed to engage 

and encourage students to build on 

fundamental skills: problem solving, 

communication and collaboration within 

a team. 

At the end of the day all students 

competed in an inter-house rocket 

launching competition.  

The results are as follow: 

1st place Phoenix = 220 HPs 

2nd place Triton = 161 HPs 

3rd place Griffin = 62 HPs 

Outstanding Team in Phoenix:  

Mohamed S, Stefan D, Abbacar S, 

Ahamadou S. with 50HPs each 

Most HPs in Triton:  

Aariz A & Keaton G with  

10 HPs each 

Most HPs in Griffin:  

Aiden W with 8 HPs 
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On Wednesday 11 and Thursday 

12 June, Y10 Geography students 

visited the village of Lyndhurst and the 

seaside town of Milford on Sea to 

carry out their geography fieldwork 

investigations. They are required to do two 

investigations for their GCSE Paper 3 

exam which will take place next year. In 

Lyndhurst, students investigated the 

impact of tourism on the village, carrying 

out environmental quality surveys, land-

use surveys and asking local residents for 

their views. In Milford on Sea, students 

looked at the coastal defences to help 

decide how effective they were in 

protecting the coast. They measured 

sediment height along a series of groynes, 

drew annotated sketch maps of defences 

and carried out a bi-polar survey at three 

points along the coastline to evaluate 

management at each point.  

The students did brilliantly, throwing 

themselves into their fieldwork and taking 

it seriously. Locals in Lyndhurst 

commented to staff that those they had 

spoken to were polite 

and respectful. The 

Thursday group had to 

put up with a horrible 

downpour in Lyndhurst 

and yet still managed to 

complete their data 

collection. Thank you to 

Year 10 for representing 

our school so well and also to the staff 

(Miss Haveron, Ms Allsop and Mr Ali) that 

give up their time to help organise and 

run the fieldwork days.  

Mr Tomsett 

Geography field trip 

On Thursday 19 and Friday 20 June, 

Year 9 students carried out 

geographical field work at Reading 

Station. This was a great opportunity 

for students to explore the enquiry 

process and engage in geography 

outside of the classroom. Students 

were investigating what impact the 

2014 regeneration has had on the 

local area. They gathered data on the 

environmental quality of the station, 

monitoring noise and litter levels, 

recording land use types and 

surveying commuter happiness.  

The students were fully engaged in 

their fieldwork showing interest and 

enthusiasm for their data collection. 

They interacted positively with the 

public when gathering their 

questionnaire responses, with some 

Year 9 students showing great 

determination. Staff were approached 

by the station manager, who praised 

our students for their conduct, whilst 

also expressing her eagerness for our 

field work results.  

A huge thank you to our students for 

their dedication and etiquette and to 

the staff (Mr Tomsett, Ms Allsop and 

Mr Ali) that give up their time to help 

organise and run the fieldwork days.  

Miss Haveron 

Field Work at 
Reading Station 

Year 9 

Can you believe we are at over halfway 

through our MER journey already! It 

doesnõt seem two minutes since you 

were all sat in the sports hall on day 1, 

and now we are heading into the final 

two years! You have done an amazing 

job this year. Together as a team we 

have held our standards high, relished 

the opportunities for challenge, and 

celebrated just how amazing we are. 

Ahead of Year 10, and the highly 

anticipated GCSE subjects starting, 

please make sure you have your 

uniform and equipment ready for the 

first day back. You 

will have a new 

timetable, new 

groups, and a 

fresh start. Have a 

fantastic summer, relax, enjoy the 

sunshine (hopefully!) and I look forward 

to seeing you as Year 10 in September. 

Hopefully, if all goes to 

plan, I will be an Ironman 

(triathlete) when we next 

see each other!   

Miss Ryan 
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A NIGHT IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

PROM 
Year 11's Under the Spotlight Prom took place 

on Friday 4 July and what a night it was! From 

grand entrances to photoshoots on our MER 

red carpet, the night began with glitz and 

grandeur. Inside, students were treated to their 

very own pizza van, chocolate fountains, 

popcorn machines, bouncy castle and VIP 

photobooth to capture lasting memories. The 

excitement on their faces as they entered 

through our red curtains made every minute of 

planning worthwhile. 

Students voted for Prom King and Queen on the 

night, selecting our very own Deven and Lola  

as this year's winners. The night also saw 

awards for our very own MER Hall of Fame 

winners - the names of which are published in 

the Leavers Yearbook.  

Students danced the night away, with some 

even helping themselves to complimentary 

flipflops when they needed to keep partying. It 

was a night filled with fantastic energy, starlit 

smiles and Hollywood glamour. 

A special thank you to all of the staff who 

supported on the night, in particular - a very 

special acknowledgement for Mrs Lone who 

worked tirelessly alongside Mrs Cotton to 

ensure every penny was spent getting the night, 

just right! Also a special thank you to the PTA 

who supplied funds towards the event and 

helped make it extra special. 

We hope that our Year 11 Prom was a night our 

students will never forget. 

Mrs A Cotton 


