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12 September 2025 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Year 11 Parent & Guardian Virtual Trust Presentation:  
‘Exploring the World of Careers in Key Stage 4 + Post Year 11 Options’ - with 
Careers Adviser – Mrs Anna Finlason – Thursday 25 September 2025 – 6.30-
7.30pm 
 
This is a very important term and year for our Year 11 students. Applications for colleges 
and sixth forms will begin to open from 1st October 2025.  Students can also start to 
search and apply for apprenticeships, if they wish. 
 
Invitation to Virtual Presentation – ‘Exploring the World of Careers in Key Stage 5’: 
We understand that navigating post Year 11 options and the application process and 
knowing how to best support your son/daughter through this period, will be new to many. 
We also know that research indicates your role as a parent/guardian is very important in 
relation to your young person’s career & destination decisions. 
To help you navigate careers and post Year 11 options – you are invited to attend a virtual 
presentation. The session will include key information as well as a demonstration of how 
to apply to a college, sixth form and for an apprenticeship.  
Please login just before 6.30pm on 25 September – using the link/ID/Code below: 
 
Join the meeting now 
Meeting ID: 343 158 018 921 3 
Passcode: XG9Ne7Jj 
 
Careers Appointments:  
Some Year 11 students will already have had their careers appointment - during Year 
10 - and many will have one over the coming months, before Christmas.  An 
individualised ‘Action Plan’ is created for each student, following their appointment, and 
is also sent to you as a home contact, as well as the student’s Tutor.  
If your son/daughter has had a Careers Appointment – please refer to their 
individual ‘Action Plan’ to support research & applications.  
 
Applications to colleges/sixth forms, and for apprenticeships: 
It is important to note that we are encouraging all students to apply to x3 colleges/sixth 
forms before Christmas. 

• If applying to sixth forms - we require every student to apply to at least 1 (or 
more colleges), as back-up.  Students can also apply to another sixth form/s. 
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• If applying to colleges only – we require every student to apply to x3 colleges – 
with a first choice and back-up options. 

• If applying for apprenticeships – we require every student to apply to 2-3 or more 
colleges +/- sixth forms, as back-up. 

• Please note – the process for students with an Educational Health Care Plan 
(EHCP) may be different – we will send a further letter home, for students with 
an EHCP, soon. 

 
Applying early in the Year 11 application process (from 1st October 2025 onward): 
We know that students who apply early will be more likely to secure places.  We 
recommend all students to have applied to x3 places by Christmas + to continue 
applying for apprenticeships until an opportunity is secured.  Back-up options are very 
important – e.g. every student should apply to at least x1 college and x1 vocational / 
technical course (BTEC / T-Level).  
 
‘Conditional’ and ‘Unconditional’ offers: 
Please note: An offer does not confirm a place if places are ‘Conditional’ – i.e. on 
condition that GCSE grades/other entry requirements are fulfilled.  
An ‘Unconditional’ offer mean a student’s place is not based on grades/other 
requirements OR that the requirements have already been met. 
 
If applying for A-Levels – apply for a vocational course/s as back-up: 
From experience, we know that students applying to study A-Levels at sixth form/college 
should also apply for x1 or more back-up options – e.g. at least x1 BTEC/T-Level course 
– in case GCSE grades required for A-Levels are not achieved.  Finding and securing 
places on/after GCSE Results Day can be more challenging and lead to disappointment 
(e.g. students may not have as much choice or may not be able to study their chosen 
course - as places will already have been filled.  Once places are filled, a waiting list is in 
operation and places cannot be guaranteed).  
 
Please find some useful information details / links below: 
 

• ‘Student Careers Pack’ – containing information & top-tips:  
https://www.maidenerleghtrust.org/attachments/download.asp?file=3012&type=p
df 
 

• A list of ‘Sixth Form and Further Education College Open Events’ will soon 
be available on the Year 11 student’s Google Classroom page + shared via 
Tutors. 

 

• UNIFROG – our careers and destination platform: www.unifrog.org – every 
student has access to their own account. The UNIFROG website holds a wide 
range of information related to post 16 and 18 options. Students can search for 
sixth forms/colleges and apprenticeships + explore many job profiles, explore post 
18 options & entry requirements, find advice/top tips on many things – e.g. creating 
a CV, exam revision, applications, interviews, and much more!  

           Please find a list of highlighted UNIFROG events on the following page. 
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I hope you can join me for the Virtual Careers presentation on Thursday 25 
September 2024 at 6.30pm. 
If you are feeling at all unsure about the contents of this letter, please do attend the 
virtual event for further help and clarification.  
Please also do not hesitate to email me with any questions at: 
a.finlason@maidenerleghtrust.org 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mrs A Finlason  
Trust Careers Adviser 
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