
“My favourite thing about MER is the way we 
get to be independent.”“Things I like about MER… There are a lot 

of encouraging students from years 8, 9, 
10, 11 and 7”

“The best thing about year 7 is that you are 
taught new things.”

“The students are really kind 

and helpful, a y11 helped me 

find my class.”

“I like the positive environment”

What do our students say about us?

“It has lots of opportunities for 

us and it makes me excited 

for what is next..”
“The teachers are really kind 

and caring”

“The school is tidy and clean, 

and the teachers are kind”

“The rules are fair”



Information Evening 
Miss Hancock



Key Staff
Miss Hancock – Head of Year 

Mrs Gibbs – Headteacher

Miss Davies – Assistant 
Headteacher – Behaviour & Culture

Mrs Benham – SENCO



Meet the tutors

9G1 Ms Thompson-Delpleche

9G2 Ms Mahapatra

9P1 Mrs Kosch & Mr Robson

9P2 Mrs Kastis & Ms Kirschke

9T1 Mrs Roberts

9T2 Miss Bassett



Year 9!

• New HOY

• New Tutors

• New Teachers

• Same school

• Same expectations

• Same end goal



Working Together!



Students!

• Turning up on time

• Wearing uniform with Pride

• Following the MER way

• Maturity

• Honesty

• Working with us

• Wanting the best for themselves

• DREAM BIG!



School!

• Proving them a safe place to learn

• Having high expectations of them

• Encouragement

• The best set up to life

• Working with them

• Wanting the best for them

• DREAMING BIG!



Parents

• Getting them to school

• Having high expectations of them

• Encouragement

• Working with school

• Wanting the best for them

• DREAMING BIG!

Key things...........



How do we 
communicate 

with you?

Twitter/X: 
@MESReadingWebsite:

www.maidenerleghschoolreading.co.uk

Google 
Classroom 

Teacher /parent contact
- Phone calls

- Progress meetings

- ClassCharts

- Email

Student messages

ClassCharts – info to follow!

http://www.maidenerleghschoolreading.co.uk/


ClassCharts





Attendance Matters - MER Traffic Lights of Concern

Expectation of all students 
- 100% Perfection

School will raise concerns, 
monitor and call home

Real concern – warning letters 
& placed onto an improvement 

plan, EWO involvement 

Below 90% = PA, EWO 
involvement & referral to 

the LA 



Attendance Procedures
• Reporting your child’s absence

This needs to be done by 9am each morning.  You can report an absence via the following;

 - Classcharts App – select the "absences" tab and "report new absence" - full instructions are on our 
website

 - Email – merattendance@maidenerleghtrust.org

- Attendance Line – 01189 668 065 select the option to report your child’s absence.  

Please state the child’s name, tutor group and a detailed reason for absence in the voicemail/email. 

• Requesting leave for medical appointments

We ask that medical appointments are booked outside of school hours, if this is not possible please send an 
email to merattendance@maidenerleghtrust.org with the evidence of medical appointment (email of 
appointment or photo of letter) to request the leave. We expect students to attend school before/after 
appointments made during the school day. 

mailto:merattendance@maidenerleghtrust.org
mailto:merattendance@maidenerleghtrust.org
mailto:merattendance@maidenerleghtrust.org
mailto:merattendance@maidenerleghtrust.org


Attendance continued…
• Attendance process and policy 
If your child is absent and you do not communicate this to us, you will receive a text message asking for a 
reason for the unexplained absence. 

Please note that all unreported absences are recorded as unauthorised – this can lead to intervention 
from the local authority 

Our attendance team will write to parents should their attendance drop below 90%. This is for your 
information as much as ours and is also helpful for raising awareness that attendance below 90% will be 
closely monitored. For full details of our attendance processes please take the time to read the attendance 
policy found on our website.

Termtime holiday requests

An absence request form must be completed for all termtime travel – we will review the information provided 
and inform you if this can be authorised. Please understand that there are significant legal consequences 
for unauthorised travel – please refer to the absence request form for full details.



Why it matters – lateness = lost learning 

Lost Learning 
= 

Reduction in 
Achievement & 

Wellbeing  



Lateness to School 

• Students should be in school by 8:40 each day. 
• What happens at the gate? 

• Students will be met by a member of staff who will record students' arrival and 
give them a slip which should be handed to their tutor. They will also be asked the 
reason for their late arrival.  

• What happens if my child is repeatedly late? 
• Any student who is late to school, or tutor, 3 times in one week will be placed onto 

a late report for one week. They must get this signed daily by their tutor. If they 
are then on time each day for this week period they will receive 5 DREAM points 

• What happens if there is no improvement?
• Should your child continue to be late whilst on late report then early starts (8am) 

or late finishes (4pm) will be implemented for a short period of time.



• Expectations:

• During line up students will be expected to show their tutor that their phone is turned off and in 
their bag (not pocket). After half term we will be introducing pouches – more information will be 
shared nearer the time

• Sanctions:

• 1st offence – phone is confiscated and kept until the end of the week. A detention is sat on a 
Friday after which the phone is returned. 

• Further offences – phone is confiscated until the end of the half term. 

Mobile Phones



Uniform Check
❑Blazer

❑Shirt – Tucked in

❑Tie

❑Lanyard

❑Trousers/Skirt

❑School Shoes – No trainers

❑Stud earrings only



Equipment Check

Pen

Pencil

Ruler

Rubber

Calculator

Green Pen

Highlighters

Refillable Water Bottle



Rewards 
• Dream points

• Tutee of the week

• Golden tickets

• HOY award

• Reward events



MONDAY
WHAT WHEN WHERE WHO

Basketball Lunchtime Sports Hall All Students

Eco Club 3:15-4:15 203 All Students

Homework Club 3:15-4:15 21B All Students

Maths Homework and 

Revision Club

3:10-4:00 118 All Students

Science Club 3:15-4:15 218 All Students

Basketball After School Sports Hall Y10-11

KS4 Drama Rehearsal 3:15-4:15 072 Y10-11

GCSE PE Support After School PE Department Y10

Extra-curricular Activities Autumn Term 2025



TUESDAY
WHAT WHEN WHERE WHO

Basketball Lunchtime Sports Hall All Students

Art Cafe 3:10-4:00 207 All Students

Chess and Board Games 

Club

3:30-4:30 112 All Students

Debate Club 3:15-4:15 107 All Students

Homework Club 3:15-4:15 21B All Students

Maths Homework and 

Revision Club

3:10-4:00 118 All Students

Badminton After School Sports Hall All Students

Running Club After School PE Department All Students

Girls Football After School Field Y7

Dance Club 3:10-4:00 Main Hall Y7-9

Boys Football After School Field Y8-9

Girls Football After School Field Y8-9

Business Studies Club 3:15-4:00 208 Y11

KS4 Drama Rehearsal 3:15-4:15 072 Y10-11

Tennis (Invite Only) After School Tennis Courts Invite Only

Extra-curricular Activities Autumn Term 2025



WEDNESDAY 
WHAT WHEN WHERE WHO
Basketball Lunchtime Sports Hall All Students

Art Cafe 3:10-4:00 207 All Students

Homework Club 3:15-4:15 21B All Students

Maths Homework and Revision 

Club

3:10-4:00 118 All Students

Singing Club 3:15-4:00 044 All Students

STEM Club 3:15-4:15 235/241 All Students

Rugby After School Field Y7

AXIOM Maths Circle 3:15-4:10 116 Y9

Boys Football After School Field Y10-11

Girls Handball After School Sports Hall Y10-11

Geography Revision Club 3:15-4:30 203 Y10-11

KS4 Drama Rehearsal 3:15-4:15 072 Y10-11

Extra-curricular Activities Autumn Term 2025



THURSDAY
WHAT WHEN WHERE WHO
Basketball Lunchtime Sports Hall All Students

Art Cafe 3:10-4:00 207 All Students

Homework Club 3:15-4:15 21B All Students

Maths Homework and Revision 

Club

3:10-4:00 118 All Students

Music Club 3:15-4:00 044 All Students

Rowing After School Rowing Venue All Students

Boys Football After School Field Y7

Netball After School Courts Y7

AXIOM Maths Circle 3:15-4:10 116 Y8

Drama Performance Club 3:20-4:20 072 Y7-9

Girls Football After School Field Y10-11

Boys Handball After School Sports Hall Y10-11

Extra-curricular Activities Autumn Term 2025



FRIDAY
WHAT WHEN WHERE WHO
Basketball Lunchtime Sports Hall All Students

Alphabet Club 3:15-4:15 203 All Students

Science and Maths Club 3:15-4:00 211 All Students

Health and Social Care Drop-In 3:15-4:00 235 Y10-11

KS4 Drama Rehearsal 3:15-4:15 072 Y10-11

Extra-curricular Activities Autumn Term 2025



ParentPay
• “Cashless school”

• Payments for school lunches/ trips/ 
equipment etc.

• Please note, the parentpay shop is 
where you can purchase lockers. 
The link can be found on our 
school website.



Support with contributions towards uniform, accessing education e.g. food tech practical, 
trips etc.



Data Collection Point (DCP)

• There are three DCP’s throughout the academic year

• This is a report given to all pupils regarding their process and 
behaviour for learning in each of their subjects

• These allow students to review each term and create achievable goals 
for the next term



How is my child doing at school?
• 26 November - DCP1

• 25 February – DCP2

• 24 May - DCP3

• 02 February – Year 9 GCSE Subject Information Evening

• 02 March – Year 9 Progress Meeting

• ClassCharts updates (behaviour/attendance/homework)

• Your child’s tutor will NOT be able to answer questions on individual progress today





Young Carers 

• A young carer is anyone under the age of 18 who are caring unpaid 
for a family member or friend who is ill, frail, disabled or has mental 
health or addiction problems including drug or alcohol.

• If you think this is your son/daughter please let us help to support 
them 

1) Email Miss Hancock on merreception@maidenerleghtrust.org

2) Download the letter from the website and complete

3) Ask your son/daughter to talk to Miss Hancock

mailto:merreception@maidenerleghtrust.org


Options

- 02 February – Year 9 GCSE Subject Information Evening

This is the year where your son/daughter will pick their options for their GCSEs.

We will talk about that more in February but between now and then:

- Students need to consider what they enjoy?

- Students need to consider what they are good at?





What is the DofE?

The DofE is a life-changing  

adventure.

You make it: The DofE is as unique  

as you are

Millions of young people in the UK  

have already done their DofE.

Now it’s your turn.





Volunteering section

Take action and make a  

difference to the causes  

you care about

Help others and change  

things for the better



Physical section

Take part in whatever

dance, sport or fitness

activity you would like

Get fitter and have fun

along the way!



Skills section

Devote yourself to improving  

your skills in the things you  

love to do

Discover new passions  

and develop talents you  

didn’t know you had



Expedition

Explore the great outdoors  

and spend a night away  

from home

Create memories that  

will last a lifetime



Your Welcome Pack and eDofE



Enrol
Login to 

eDofE

Add your 

section 

activities

Leader 

approves 

activities

Start 

activities

Enrolled to 

eDofE

The Leader 

will add the 

young 

person to 

eDofE and 

they will 

receive their 

username 

and 

password.

Within two 

weeks

Login to 

eDofE 

within 

two 

weeks of 

being 

enrolled. 

Within four 

weeks

Choose 

activities 

for at least 

one section 

and submit 

to the 

leader.

Within six 

weeks

The 

Leader will 

let them 

know if 

there are 

any 

problems 

with the 

activities 

and help 

them.

Within eight 

weeks

At eight 

weeks after 

they were 

enrolled, they 

should have 

started at 

least one of 

their activities 

and keep 

track using 

the App.

Key milestones 



Assessors

43

Each activity requires an Assessor to confirm the activity. On 

completion of the section, the assessor will complete an 

Assessor’s Report to confirm the activity was carried out for 

full timescale, showing commitment and effort.

Who is suitable to be an Assessor?

Any adult who has a good understanding of the activity they 

are doing and has witnessed them take part. However, they 

cannot be anyone related to the participant.



Assessor Reports 

44

Each section needs a report completed by an adult Assessor. This 

can be submitted through the Assessor’s portal or on the cards 

that they will receive with your Welcome Pack.

Participants should complete:

• Name; ID number; Award Level

• Description of activity

• Start and end date

• Timeframe chosen for section

• Goals

https://www.dofe.org/assessor/


Select banner colour from Theme Colors palette (Shape Format > Shape Fill), and contrasting font colour: white text on pink/purple and black on green/yellow.

4 May 2021

www.dofe.org/assessor

Their Assessor will need to know:

▪ The participant's eDofE number

▪ The level they are doing

▪ Which section they are assessing

This will go directly onto your eDofE record!

Participants will receive this 

in

their Welcome Pack 

through the post

Assessor’s cardAssessor’s portal

Assessor Reports 

http://www.dofe.org/assessor


Getting started
•Are you ready to start  an 
adventure you’ll  never
forget?

Look out for the letter 

that will be going home 

over the next few days.

The deadline to enrol is 

Friday 2nd October. 



MER KINDNESS CHALLENGE In association with the NSPCC • Raising Money for Childline

 Complete Kind Acts
 Get Sponsored
 Support Childline
 Win Prizes!

Students will complete age-appropriate acts of kindness, seek sponsorship from 
family and friends, and raise money to support Childline’s vital work with children 
and young people.

 PRIZES
Students achieving the highest number of verified 
acts of kindness will have the chance to win prizes!

Key Dates
• Launch: End of September
• Kindness Challenge: October to early November
• Non-Uniform Celebration Day: 6 November

Be Kind. Make a Difference. Support Childline. Every act counts!



Working Together!
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